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Jumping out of the Darkness, Changing the World: Historical Picture Exhibit in
Remembrance of the 500" Anniversary of Martin Luther’s Ninety-Five Theses
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The man behind religious reformation — Martin Luther
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The general atmospheres of Martin Luther’s time
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The confusion of faith, the loss of purpose of life
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Martin Luther was born in the historians’ so-called Dark Ages of the western history, dated
back from the 6™ century till the 15t century. It was a turning point of human history, from
middle age to modern society. The society was a mixture of godly superstitious and worldly
corruption. The message of end time was preached, including the idea of Jesus, as the

severe final judge who would ride on the cloud or rainbow and judge the whole world. And
the grace and redemption of Christ was emphasized at the meanwhile.
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Though people believed in God, they were also terrified by the idea of going to hell.
Therefore, various witchcraft and exorcism was practiced. People believed in the power of
evil spirits and demons while had their trust in Christ. The prayers never ceased especially
when the plague was spreading.
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The main teaching of church was causal theory at that time. Salvation was earned by good
deeds and destruction was caused by evil work. They worshiped guardian gods, sacred
instruments and believed that making pilgrimages, aggregating good deeds would redeem

them from eternal punishment. Therefore, by issuing indulgencies, the Holy See made a
great fortune and was led into moral and authoritarian corruption.
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Four characters of social phenomenon
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Population: Millions died because as the result of plague outbreak, European
population dropped sharply in the 14t century. It was not until the 15" century that



the epidemic ceased and population rose gradually. Urban immigrants gave the
labor force a lift.
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The emerging and development of knowledge and technology: Economically,
navigation, exploration, mining and metal industry were flourishing. Politically,
Feudal governors obtained power and declared independence everywhere. It was
also an age of discovery. In 1492, Colombo discovered the America continent.
Spain, Portugal, Great Britain and France followed the trend of exploration and

these kingdoms expanded greatly in economy and power. Germany was not an
independent country yet during that time.
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The rise of new ideologies: The authority of Holy See and pope were challenged by

the rising new perception on world and universe. The feudal governors and kings
made use of nationalism as a tool to achieve their independence ambitions.
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The uprising of peasants: Peasants, being at the bottom of the society and were
underprivileged, often stood up to fight for their secular interests in the name of
religion. It was an age which was full of social and political upheaval.
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The cultural impact of renaissance
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The shadow of Dark Age
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The middle ages lasted for 1000 years. Though the kings, nobles, feudal lords and priests
were the minority in society, as a matter of fact, they positioned themselves higher above

others. While the majority was civilians, labors, farmers and believers, they had no voice
and were also invisible in the kingdoms. Thus, it was called Dark Ages.
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Cultural and social changes brought by the surge of renaissance
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The renaissance, originated from lItaly in the late 14" century, kindled the flame of

humanism all over Europe. They looked for what human have from objective, ration and
legal system traced back from the Greek and the Roman Empire. At the same time, they



tried to acknowledge human being by the Hebrew religion which emphasized on internal
experience. The rise and decline in between subjective and objective as well as external
and internal and the interaction was the center of social and culture development in past
500 to 600 years.
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The theology and church administration were brought into the storm
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Affected by the cultural changes, there were debates and controversies on the translation
of Bible and reformation of church bureaucracy. John Wyclif, 1320-1384, an English
theologian and Bible translator advocated for translating Bible from Vulgate into English.
He stood firm on the sole authority of scriptures. He was severely persecuted because he
challenged the authority of Roman Catholic Church. His corpse was burned and the ashes
cast into the River Swift. Jan Hus, 1371-1415, a Czech priest strongly influenced by the
writings of Wyclif followed his footsteps and fight against the Church. And he was

sentenced to death by burning. However, the cry for reformation had arisen from
everywhere and couldn’t be put out by the suppression of the old force.
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The introduce of moveable type stimulated the publishing business and benefited the
exchange of ideas
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In the mid of 15t century, Jonannes Gutenberg invented metal moveable type. The
efficiency of printing had made the interflow of academic and cultural ideologies faster and

more effective. The writings of Martin Luther were fast spread all over Europe, thanks to
the moveable type.
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The growth of universities and the rise of intellectuals
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In the late 15! century, European countries started to set up universities. By educating
intellectuals and studying classical documents, the ideologies quickened and grand
masters emerged. They were fond of debating doctrines and it became a trend, which led
to the great breakthrough on knowledge and science, such as astronomy, medicine and
mathematics. These changes, inevitably became a force and drove human beings into a
brand new age.
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Martin Luther’s early life
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A miner’s son brought up strictly
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Martin Luther was born into a poor, conservative miner family with strict disciples on 10
November 1483 in Eiskeben, He was the eighth of the nine children of Luther’s family. His
father named him after Martin of Tours as he was baptized on 11 November, the Saint
Martin’s day. Because his father, Hans Luder, and mother, Margarethe Lindemann Luder,

bore great ambition on him, they had been very harsh on him. His family moved to
neighboring county, Mansfeld, shortly after Luther was born, and he was brought up there.
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Rooted Solid Language Foundation through a Sound Study on Latin
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Luther studied dialectic, linguistics in his childhood and teens. He was sent to a local Latin
school, then Magdeburg, when he was young. In Magdeburg, Luther enrolled into a school
operated by a group of spiritual revival pursuing priests called Brethren of the Common
Life, which was deeply influenced by Renaissance and Humanism. In his teens, his
parents sent him to Eisenach, where he rooted a solid Latin foundation though a sound
study on Trivium: grammar, rhetoric and logic.
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Served in the Choir with Passion
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Luther devoted his life on church music ministry and has a great impact on this field. His
outstanding gift in hymns was revealed in early age. He was very keen on music since he
was young. While attending the choir of St. George Chapel in Eisenach, Luther even

organized a choir with other kids and performed among neighbors and on other occasions.
The income compensated the short of his tuition and living expense.
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The Fearful Image of Heavenly Father into Luther’s Heart due to the Harsh Family and
School Education
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Luther was intimidated and resentful because of the strict disciplines from his parents and
schools; he later illustrated his first stage of education as living in purgatory. He pictured
school as a prison, classroom as a cell, teacher as the brutal jailer and the students were
like donkey confined in the stable when he recalled his childhood education experience.
More comments related to this experience, he said, the schoolmaster was a tyrant and
executioner, school was a prison and hell. | learned nothing but fears and pains. Luther
reflected the harsh authority on Father’s image based on those experiences, therefore, he
grew up as a sensitive and emotional teenager.
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Studied Philosophy at University Leading him to God
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In 1501, at the age of 18, he entered the University of Erfurt in Thuringia. Owing to study
hard, he was one among the best. Luther received his master’s degree of 2" prize in
1505. He was exposed deeply into the scholasticism of Aristotle and Thomas Aquinas. The
teachings of school were against worshiping authority, instead emphasizing positivism; it
built up Luther’s speculative ability later on. The philosophy of Aristotle underlined on logic
and positivism proved to be unsatisfying to him. Gradually, Luther believed God’s love and
inspiration was far more important for people to know God better.
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Struggling in the hardship and striving for spiritual growth
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All the experiences of Luther’s life journey, from his strict self-discipline in early age to the
striving hard work in monastery, had caused him a great confusion about the prospect and
meaning of life. “How can a mere man achieve the goal and demand of God when he lives
a life before the righteous and holy God who judges the world?” The inner struggling had

urged him earnestly seeking for the evidence of being justified and saved before God He
dedicated his life on pursuing it.
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Puzzling over and pursuing the grace from God in monastery
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Pondering over live after facing the fear of death
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Figuring out the purpose of life became his first priority, after Luther faced three different
kinds of death threat since 1503. Firstly, in 1503, his dagger pierced his leg, cutting the
artery in his thigh and blood gushing, when fell down accidently. Then, in 1505, two of his
close friends became the victims of plague, which alarmed him and led him to concern the
issue of death. The same year, on 2 July, Luther, met his father’s expectation and studied
in law school, was returning to university after a trip home. When he was near the village
of Storterhem, he was almost struck by a bolt of lightning. Shunned and terrified, Luther
cried out, “Help, St. Anne, | will become a monk.”(St. Anne was the patron saint of miners.)

After this terrifying event, He left law school and entered St. Augustine’s Monastery in
Erfurt and became a flagellant monk in regardless of his parents strong apposing.
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The way of flagellant failed to kill the accusation of sins
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The orders of St. Augustine’s Monastery were not easy to meet. While Luther was in the
monastery, he followed all the rules, fasting and praying, laboring and confession. He was
too devote to the practice that he was too weak and fainted all the time and his live was
endangered. All these hard work couldn’t help him to be rid of accusations from sins. The
harder he practiced, the more he realized that ‘It is not possible to make him perfect by the

work of flesh.” The weight of guilt had separated him far away from God. He was also
doubtful on whether he could gain the salvation from God.
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Luther fell into spiritual despair from time to time and was in great anguish. He was even

angry about God'’s existence. Later, he reflected, “All my brothers in the monastery who

knew me will bear me out. If | had kept on any longer, | should have killed myself with
vigils, prayers, reading and other work.”
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| was a good monk and | kept the ruld of my order so strictly that | may say that if ever a
monk got to heaven by his monkery it was |.
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Cultivating by a good mentor, devoting himself into teaching and researching
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In this period of time, Luther met the vicar-general of the Augustinian Order, Johann von
Staupitz(1460-1524), and was mentored by him. Staupitz was a mystic. He believed that
when people emphasized on good deeds instead of confession, it was a pride and an act
against God. The true peace was the result of a full surrender to God and having a mystic
union with God. Luther was deeply attracted to Staupitz’s life witness and always came to
confess before him. At least once, Luther spent six hours confession to Staupitz. Staupitz
admired this young monk’s desire for spiritually growth and determined to help him to
become his successor.
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Pressing on understating the biblical truth, Luther unleashed the mystery of justification by
faith
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Stauptiz was the dean of the theology faculty at the University of Wittenberg. He
encouraged Luther to teach at the school and studied theology at the same time. Luther
received his biblical master degree in 1508 and another master degree in the Four Books
of Sentences in 1509. He studied Greek and Hebrew hard for mastering the languages in
which bible was written. In 1512, Luther was awarded his Doctor of Theology and became
a Theology professor in University of Wittenberg. It was his life turning point moment and
his focus was turned to theology and therefore drifted away from philosophy. Having
succeeded Staupitz as chair of theology, he lectured on Books of Romans, Galatians,
Hebrews and Psalm. The doctrine of justification by faith in Book of Romans enlightened

him and he suddenly understood the words of life on God’s righteousness, holiness, loving
kindness and grace.
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Questioning Church traditions and proposing reformation
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In the middle Ages, the Catholic Church gradually formed many unbiblical traditional belief

systems. Among all, the primacy of pope and church officials was the most controversial
and caused many criticisms. Raised up in a catholic family and also being a monk, Luther
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at times questioned many churches’ rules. He struggled and couldn’t find peace in his
heart.

(IVZ)EBFAE  MEBENER - ARKRERE
Making pilgrimage in Rome and felling disappointment after witnessing it's corruption

1510%F » BIERIKEETIAE - ARSHER  LHER > EERBRE—RRICEW - (B
BRAERRRFIN > REREERNKRENRED - HEAERNER  ZUASZFTERUZNEE
EhEE - BAES  EMHAENEEE TUIBNTE -

In 1510, Luther was sent to Rome. He made a pilgrimage in Rome by visiting holy sites,
doing penance work and even climbing the Scala Sancta, the Holy Stairs on his knees.
What he received from Rome was deeper disappointment and anguishes because he
witnessed the corruption of the Catholic Church, the luxury and corrupted life of the
officials. Shocked by what he saw, he recognized the problems that the Church was
facing.
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Understanding the grace of justification by faith and the righteous will live by faith
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In 1515 and 1516 when he was lecturing the Books of Romans and Galatians, a fear
toward God rose in his heart and he even hated God secretly. He recalled, “I didn’t love,
yes, | hated the righteous God who punishes sinners, and secretly. If not blasphemously,
certainly murmuring greatly. | hated God. As if, indeed, it is not enough that miserable
sinners, eternally lost through original sin, are crushed by every kind of calamity by the law
of the Decalogue and also tormented by the gospel.” As he prayed and meditated one the
meaning of scriptures over and over, at last, he discovered that justification is neither by
the just judge of God nor by human’s good deeds but a gift of God. It is not achieved by
work but by receiving. When he was enlightened by Romans 1:17, his spiritual eyes were
opened.
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For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith, just as it is written: The
righteous will live by faith.
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The Turmerlebnis - where Luther has his spiritual breakthrough
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Of his late years, he called it the Turmerlebnis.
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‘I had indeed been captivated with an extraordinary ardor for understanding Paul in the
Epistle to the Romans. But up till then it was not the cold blood about the heart, but a
single word in first chapter and verse 17, “In it the righteousness of God is revealed.” That
had stood in my way. For | hated that word “righteousness of God”, which, according to the
use and custom of all the teachers, | had been taught to understand philosophically
regarding the formal or active righteousness, as they call it, with which God is righteous
and punished the unrighteous sinner.
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At last, by the mercy of God, meditating day and night, | began to understand that the
righteousness of God is that by which the righteous lives by a gift of God. And this is the
meaning: the righteousness of God is revealed by the gospel, namely, the passive

righteousness with which merciful God justifies us by faith.....Here | felt that | was
altogether born again and had entered paradise itself through open gates.

BARBGE THAXRERGHTHREN (BREF4T) (The Spirit and the Letter) » F3XIRMAND
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Later | read Augustine’s The Spirit and the Letter, where | found that he, too, interpreted
God’s righteousness in a similar way.’

(IVR)EREX 5% - BigTIRHE
Inspired joyfully, Luther framed the Theology of the Cross
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Luther believed that this discovery was the nerve center of bible and it also became the
theology foundation of religious reformation movement later on. The grace of God, through
the sacrificial love which Jesus Christ had done on the cross, has been given to whoever
believes. And one could be submissive to God and obey His will from one’s heart with a
joyful and thankful heart, through forgiving of sins, cleansing of conscience and freedom
from the burden of guilt.

(VB AR PR EEAR - 1R = (EMES

Based on bible, Luther coined three Solas
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When translating the Romans 3:28 into German, Luther added the word ‘sola’: ‘A person is
justified by faith alone apart from law.” Some criticized him. However, he insisted adding
‘sola’ was essential in order to meet the requirement of German grammar. Therefore, after
the outbreak of reformation movement, sola Gratia, sola Fides and sola Scriptura is the
clear slogan for this movement. The establishment of three Solas helped people to grasp
the core of this movement and also gave it a fast move. ‘sola Gratia’ demonstrates the
love of God by Christ’s blood and sacrifice. ‘sola Fides’ is the only way to hold fast of the
grace of God and God son, Christ. And ‘sola Scriptura’ is where Christians stand and what
they follow. Other than three solas, the framework of the Theology of Cross, which is the
foundation of religious reformation, also includes grace prevails the law, teaching from
Book of Galatians, and the revelation of Christ as the high priest and mediator as well as
that priesthood of all from Book of Hebrews.

N RmHBERS > SIBRRBAE

Protesting against the decree of the Roman Catholic Church, religious reformation
kicks off

(VR)BIFRGEHES - TRMEESR

Being persistent on belief of justification by faith and the Theology of Cross
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Luther’s understanding of God’s characters had been renewed after he continued to study
and teach scriptures. After he had the revelation on justification by faith and had coined
the Theology of Cross, his impression on God, which once was a higher above all men
figure, who harshly dominates the law, forbidding, can’t be pleased and approached, and
regardless of your hard work for salvation, was replaced by a loving kindness salvation
giving God, who had done the work of salvation on the cross, and He freely gives it to all
who desire to receive the grace of salvation from God. Because he believed on
justification by faith, Luther began to denounce the theology, rituals, systems of Roman

Catholic Church. He lashed out, especially, at the sale of indulgence. And it kindled the
flame of religious reformation movement as a result.

(IVZ)SREL (N TRfFeRaE) - BEBEEHRAR

Nailing the Ninety-five Theses on the door, Luther breached with the Roman Catholic
Church
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On 31 October 1517, to protest against the sale of indulgences by Johann Tetzel, papal
commissioner, Luther wrote down the Ninety-five Theses and nailed it on the door of All
Saint’s Church in Wittenberg. He challenged scholars to debate publicly on the following
three subjects: the sale of indulgences, the authority of pope to pardon sins, and the so-



called treasury of merits, namely, all of the good deeds done by saints and papas which
can be transferred into indulgences for believers to purchase and as an escape of the
punishment of purgatory.
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The Ninety-five Theses which Luther wrote fundamentally questioning pope’s authority on
forgiveness of sins and the efficacy of indulgences. He also overturned the saying, ‘As
soon as a coin in the coffer rings / the soul from purgatory springs.’ Luther’s statement

spread fast all over Europe and pope’s authority was questioned and damaged. And
Luther’s life fell into a series of dangers and debates on beliefs.
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The Ninety-five Theses was officially named ‘Disputation on the Power of Indulgences’
was written in Latin. While Luther initially intended for an academic discussion, the Ninety-
five Theses were quickly translated into German and distributed after being published. It

had make a big stir and caused huge debate. It also contributed to the continuance of
religious reformation.
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Being a monk, Luther considered the indulgences; good deeds and the pardon of pope
were all false assurance of peace. Through the true repentance, taking up one’s cross and

suffering only, one can have the assurance of entering the kingdom of God. The center of
the Ninety-five Theses is:

MABNEHEZTFRNEHEL - BRSER LERMAEERN - (#68)

They are nevertheless in truth the most insignificant graces when compared with the grace
of God and the piety of the cross.(#68)

(1IVB)iB1E R (Heidelberg) FA ¥

Heidelberg Disputation
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Under Pope’s command, Luther’s mentor, Staupitz, was supposed to fight against Luther’s
Ninety-five Theses during a regular triennial meeting of St. Augustine’s Monastery in
Heidelberg in April, 1518. Instead, Staupitz kindly decided to offer Luther a fair opportunity
to defend for himself. Luther revealed his theology in the meeting by stating that St.
Augustine’s theological doctrine on human’s total depravity and salvation is by cross alone

is matching the theology of justification by faith. Many had turned to support Luther and
later became the reformists after this disputation.

FRIEABEE TFRIRENEEPATE LT » DRIEAREE L HHSRIBMER R0 -
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Now it not sufficient for anyone and it does him no good to recognize God in His glory and
majesty, unless he recognized Him in the humility and shame of the cross.
BRERFEINEER T (NTAFRAZo)  HASGHLE  AERAHEGHESR -
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Luther wrote Explanations of the Ninety-five Theses afterwards and his view on the
Roman Church had changed as well. He no longer considered the Church was infallible.

He said, ‘Roman church as it was at the time of St. Gregory, when it had no jurisdiction
over other churches, at least, not over the Greek church.” Sternly, he reflected:
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We need not fear to die in a state of excommunication. If the sentence is just, the
condemned man, if contrite, can still be saved; and if it is unjust, he is blessed.
(/ME)BH & (Augsburg)ZE& Tl

Examined at Augsburg
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On 12 to 14 October 1518, Luther was questioned privately by papal legate Cardinal
Thomas Cajetan in Imperial Diet, in Augsburg. Cajetan reminded Luther that Bible needed
to be interpreted and pope had the exclusive right to interpret scripture and he was
supremacy in the Church. Luther confronted him strongly and there was a deadlock. After

the mediation of Prince Frederick, Elector of Saxony, both parties agreed to be silent if the
other party does.

(VZ)3ELE S5 (Leipzig)fatam
Leipzig Debate
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In 1519, Johann Eck, as the papal representative, conducted a debate in Leipzig with
Luther. Eck redirected the terms of debate from the function of indulgencies into the
authority of pope and the Roman Church. It lasted for 18 days. Eck’s debating skills led to

Luther’s declaration on that Sola scriptura was the basis of Christian belief, that neither the
Pope nor the Diet were infallible.
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On 15 June 1520, Pope Leo X declared that Luther was a heretic and ordered his writings
to be burned. By issuing bull of excommunication against Luther, Pope demanded him to

recant in 60 days or be excommunicated. However, Luther refused to recant and
continued to reiterate Sola scriptura.



https://zh.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/%25E5%25A5%25A5%25E6%25A0%25BC%25E6%2596%25AF%25E5%25A0%25A1
https://zh.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/%25E6%2589%2598%25E9%25A9%25AC%25E7%25B4%25A2%25C2%25B7%25E5%258D%25A1%25E8%2580%25B6%25E5%259D%25A6

(MRBRIBEMER » BEIRAXFHRTIE
Devoting to writing and publishing aggressively and stating faith publicly
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In 1520, Luther published his best- know work, To the Christian Nobility of the German
Nation, On the Babylonian Captivity of the Church, and On the Freedom of a Christian, as
well as hundreds of German booklets. His writings were very popular. And he also publicly
set fire to the bull and decretals which Pope issued. As a consequence, Luther was
excommunicated by Pope on3 January 1521. The breach between Luther and the Roman
Church was official.

(NE)XKRET (Worms) &3
Diet of Worms
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Prompt by Pope, on 17 April 1521, Emperor Charles V held a meeting in Worms and
summoned Luther to be present. Though he knew that his death might be await for him
there, Luther risked his life and went. He replied, ‘If there were as many devils at Worms
as titles on its roofs, | would enter, for defending the truth of God.” Regardless of threats,
he boldly stood before the nobility and imperial assembly, reaffirmed Sola scriptura.
1521F4F18H TFAR > BT BELE—RNEBIES > RESPiRMES :

After he prayed earnestly for a whole night, at 6pm on 18 April 1521, he declared sternly,
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‘Unless | am convinced by the testimony of the Scriptures or by clear reason (for | do not
trust either in the pope or in councils alone, since it is well known that they have often
erred and contradicted themselves), | am bound by the Scriptures | have quoted and my

conscience is captive to the Word of God. | cannot and will not recant anything, since it is
neither safe nor right to go against conscience.

BERIAIILLS - TRl HEEE - FR EHEBT !

Here | stand. | can do no other. God help me.’.

(VBB ERE > BOIEEXEL

Concentrated on translating German Bible at Wartburg Castle.
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During his return from Worms, Luther was forcefully intercepted as planned by Frederick
the Wise, a German Elector who had been supporting him, and had him hidden in
Warburg Castle.
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One month after the Diet of Worms, Pope decreed and condemned Luther as a notorious
heretic and an embodiment of devil. His writings were outlawed, should be banned and
burned. He also made it a crime for anyone to give Luther food or shelter and permitted
anyone to kill Luther and his gangs without legal consequence. Luther lived incognito at
the Wartburg for 10 months. He took off his robe, grew a beard and called himself Junker
George.
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While he lived in seclusion, Luther wrote 12 books and translated Bible from Hebrew and
Greek into German so that it would be more accessible to the laity. Before this, the Roman
Church didn’t encourage believers to read Bible on their own. Therefore, there was Latin
Bible, Biblia Vulgata, available only and few people could read. Since then, German
Christian could read German Bible. And the supremacy of Pope and the Roman Church
were gradually replaced by Holy Bible. This had greatly impacted the life of Germans. As
other nations followed, other vernacular Bible translations get to replace Biblia Vulgata.
More and more Christians owned their own Bible. Thanks to the breakthrough of moveable
printing technology. And the momentum of religious reformation had become stronger.

(IR ERREE » EFRFHEKRE
Return to Wittenberg and lead the reformation
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The movement of Reformation in Wittenberg was in chaos while Luther was disappeared.
In 1521, Andreas Carlstadt, Luther’s friend and a senior faculty colleague at Wittenberg,
made radical religious ceremonial changes. At Christmas he performed the first reformed
communion service in secular clothing and rejected confession as a prerequisite for
communion in the service. He also let the communicants take both bread and wine on their
own during the communion. Carlstadt advocated that the government should confiscate
the churches’ properties and remove imagery from churches. At the end of 1521, a band of

so-called Zwickau prophets arrived preaching the messages of end time at Wittenberg.
And it had worsened the whole situation.
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In 1522, the town council of Wittenberg asked Luther to return, he decided it was his duty
to act. Firstly, he published German New Testament and wrote On the Order of Worship.
One of his best aide, Philipp Melanchthon, 1487-1560, also wrote the first reformed
theology which’s doctrine was justification by faith. In 1524, with the help of another aid,
Luther developed a reformation hymn. Now, by the installments of the scripture, theology,
order of worship and hymn, the reformation, or protestant had formed and separated itself
from the tradition of the Roman Church, Catholic Church. Little by little, the religious

reformation movement had been spreading throughout European continent. It has become
the most influential factor of human history and culture.
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Debate with Erasmus, Luther lost support of intellectuals
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The religious reformation movement of Martin Luther was critically tested from 1524 to
1525. Luther had been commended by intellectuals ever since he devoted himself into
religious reformation. Among them, Desiderius Erasmus, 1466-1536, was an influential
humanism ideologist. In 1524, Erasmus wrote a book, On Free Will, which indicated that
human being had the free will to choose. Luther responded to his writing by a publication,
On the Bondage of the Will, after reading it. As Luther pointed out in his writing, men had
no freedom under the bondage of sin. The debate on free will turned hot. However, many

intellectuals considered Luther went too extreme. They followed the lead of Erasmus and
abandoned Luther’s reformation movement.

(VREERR  REEBRRXS
Offended peasants and lost their support

F—HE > FENRRATFINEANESN » BMERZLERM > BRE—IRELFRIE TR
DERMME - RISERBLIET  FERRNF - BRXIESR > HERR > @542
MF o B AR BB T AVEES) - BIBE—FZRLRBRE T HHED FHRERNX
%> AERNIXFRENEEEE 185 HSAEE  BERET —KEL - AmEED
REREMETE - FENNHCEFRIERE ©

On the other hand, Peasant War broke out. German peasants rebelled against nobility for
their rights. They killed many nobilities and feudal during one riot. Luther didn’t agree with
revolutionary violence. Therefore, he encouraged the nobility to swiftly suppressed the

peasants in order to sustain social stability. Thus, large crowd of peasants left his
reformation movement. Within a year, Luther lost the support of both intellectuals and



peasants. And the death of the German Elector, Frederick the Wise, who was Luther’s
greatest supporter, made it worse. Though, Luther persevered and continued to make
advance on religious reformation.

(IE)EFEFE (Speyer)Bi& » FERIER
After the Diet of Speyer, the birth of Protestantism
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After the Diet of Worms, Emperor Charles V was kept from executing the Edict of Worms
to declare Luther as a heretic by engaging war with France and the Peasant war. From
1526 to 1629, he assembled two assemblies at Speyer to settle down the conflicts
between the Roman Church and Luther in the realm of Holy Roman Empire. In 1526, the
Diet of Speyer decided that every price should hold whichever religious beliefs he could
justify before his king and God before next assembly. In another word, he suspended the
Edict of Worms. However, in 1529, during the Diet of Speyer, it was announced that the
Edict of Worms shall be executed and the reformation sects to renounce their belief. The
evangelical princes who had been supporting Luther stood up and protest to this decision.
Hence, the reform movement became known as “Protestants”. And the Protestants
Restorationism was born.

(VR B HR 2 (Augsburg) & &

Diet of Augsburg
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In 1530, Emperor Charles V assembled assembly at Augsburg trying to quench the fire of
religious reformation movement by inviting both parties to make a statement on their
beliefs. Luther was an outlaw of the Empire and as a result was unable to be present at
the Diet. Staying at the Veste Coburg, he made himself present through a variety of
publications including the compositing of Admonition to All the Clergy Assembled at
Augsburg. His friend, Philipp Melanchthon, was mediating in between and published
“Augsburg Confession” which detailed the theology doctrines of the Lutheranism. While
the Roman Church rebuked it by the publication of “Confutatio Augustana”, Melanchthon
responded with a much detailed publication, “Apologia Augustana”. The assembly rejected
as well and decided to persecute reformation movement by violence. The Lutheranism and
the Roman Church parted.

(RIR) BB TBRVIB IR EAS =

Luther’s marriage and family
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Against celibacy tradition and married escaped nun, Kate
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Luther considered that celibacy not necessary and unscriptural for priests and nuns. He
assisted and protected many nuns escaped from the Nimbschen Cisterciah convent and
helped them to get married. In 1525, he married Katherine von Bora, nicknamed Kate,

who was one of the former nuns and had children with her. He put his belief into practice
and had a happy family life with Kate.
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Kate was a virtuous, competent and diligent housewife. She was a good helper to her
husband, Luther. She grew much of their food from her garden by planting vegetables and
fruits, raising chicken, gooses, pigs, cattle and bees. She could brew beer, even. Though
Luther used to be untidy but was gaining weights after she tenderly took care of him. They
loved each other deeply while communicating and supporting each other in prayers and in
spirits. Sometimes, Kate would have arguments with Luther over his excessive generosity.
Luther taught Kate Bible knowledge and she advised him with gospel of forgiveness and
encouraged him while he was discouraged. One day, Luther fell into his depression again
and couldn’t go out of it. Kate dressed in black and all her children around her, in black
too. Luther asked, “Who is dead?” Kate replied, “Doctor, have not you heard that God is

dead? My husband, Martin Luther, would never be in such a state of mind if he had a living
God to trust to.” Luther bust into a hearty laugh and he would do it no more.
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Luther and his children
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Luther and Kate had six children: Hans, Elisabeth, Magdalena, Martin, Paul and
Margaretha. Luther loved his children very much and enjoyed the time spent with them.

Two of their children died young because of the plague. He felt deeply distressed of losing
them.

(IVERRABERE » HEFX - NLERE

Raising children in a lively and happy family
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The Luther’s loved music with passion. When they gathered, they sang hymns praising
God. And those who heard would admire the atmosphere of this family. He used to said
that he would not only let his children study languages and history, but also singing, music
and mathematics. Luther was an advocate of family. He believed that family was the
school for spirit and virtue cultivation, a center and foundation of education. Therefore,
parents should be responsible on educating their children. Luther said, “Parents give birth
to children is to form them physically; they have responsibility to educate their children for
shaping their minds and teach them the word of God so that Christ may be formed in
them. Therefore, either parents or teachers must again bear the childbirth pain again and
work with God, making petitions to the Holy Spirit for Christ to be formed in their Children.”
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Lecturing all the time and Table Talk were collected into publication
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Katy financed and supported her house. To boost their income, she made good use of the
extra rooms in the former monastery, opening a medieval guest house and offering room
and board to more than 20 paying students and visitors. Martin Luther’s was so fond at
table talk. His topics ranged from the ineffable majesty of God the Omnipotent to the frogs
in the Elbe. The students boarding at his house took notes while enjoying his teachings. It
became the famous “Table Talk”. There are 6596 entries that the students culled,
classified, and produced. Compared with Luther’s academic writings, “Table Talk”
demonstrates more on Luther’s heroic and humorous characters and is a valuable record
for those who want to investigate Luther’s thinking.
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The influence and contribution of Luther to Human history and culture
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Writing hymns and performing, a promoter of Church hymns
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Luther loved music. He was talented on playing, singing and composing. He had been
singing in a choir since he was very young. While he was at home, he sang with his
children as well. A co-worker said, “I spent quite a lot of time sing along with him. He would
never get tired nor bored at singing. And he is always talking about music with
enthusiasm.” Luther once said, “Music is a fair and glorious gift of God which has often
wakened and moved me to the joy of preaching. Music is a divinely inspired weapon
against the devil. It drives away the devil and made people happy. To the devil, music is
distasteful and insufferable. My heart bubbles up and overflow in response to music, which
has so often refreshed me and deliver me from dire plaques. Our heavenly father desires
music to be used in churches forever. This precious gift has been given to man alone that
he might thereby remind himself that God has created man for the express purpose of
praising and extolling God.”
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Luther was passionate on music. He engaged himself in composing and writing hymns. He
insisted that church hymns should not become a mere accessory of ceremony. Rather, the
congregation shall sing to each other for praising God. It was also a realization of the
doctrine of all priesthood and influenced the church music greatly. He also reformed the
format of hymns by writing lyrics in German instead of Latin; adopting scriptures into lyrics;
having the melody restored to be simple and flexible, and he called it hymns or Chorale. It
is a brand new formation without shadows of tradition. Later, Oratorios, full of the effects of
drama, was formed. There was a saying, “With German Bible, God could speak directly to
German saints. And with the German hymns, German saints could pour out their hearts to

God directly too.” Ever since, in the past 500 years, choral has been an important church
heritage and it affected the future of art of music immediately.
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Luther published thirty seven hymns in his life. Out of these thirty seven hymns, eleven
were translated from Latin to German; four were adopted and modified from folk songs;
seven were edited from Psalm. The best known one was “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God”,
based on Psalm 46. It was composed with speaking German language along with folk

style tune. The lyrics were refined and concise and the melody rhythmic. It was called
“Battle Hymn of the Reformation.”
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Once the theologians stated that the contributions of Luther to the faith of Christ were
three of his life works the best gifts for churches. Firstly, he restored the truth of



“justification by faith; secondly, he translated Bible; thirdly, the hymns that he composed.
Martin Luther also said,
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Next to theology | give music the highest place of honor Next to the Word of God, the
praise of music can change the characters and life of God’s children the most..
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The Lutheran music also led the trend of Christian music and was shinning forth in the
days of Bach, Johann Sebastian Bach, 1685=1750. Coincidently, Bach was born in
Eisenach, where Luther was raised up two thousand years ago. He also went to St.
Georgenkirche Latin school, the one that Luther used to attend. He was greatly influenced
by Martin Luther and devoted to compose church chorale all his life. He used to apply
more than 30 of Luther’s chorales into his festival program so to honor Luther’s
contribution. His work of divine music and cantata revealed that faith resulted in spiritual
activities. He woke up the spiritual sympathy through the different compositions of rhythm

and harmony. By doing it, he redefined the meaning of music. The work of Bach, which
was also an experience of pilgrim, was in line with the work of Martin Luther.
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The wave of reformation was overwhelming, and opened a historical new page
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Religious Reformation in Germany
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Saxon declared the Lutheranism as official religion in 1527, and it was practiced in half

manors in Germany in 1530. Luther dedicated his whole life on shaping and perfecting the
ordinances, creeds, and hymns and so on until the day that he died in 1546.

Religious Reformation flourishing all over Europe
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In 1523, the religious reformation began in Zurich of Swiss Confederation by Huldrych

Zwingli so to urge the Zurich City Council accepted the Reformed faith. The Church of
England conducted its own religious revolution from Roman Catholic Church due to
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political issues. In 1537, John Calvin published Institutes of the Christian Religion. He was
based at Geneva and his influence was wide spreading in Europe. The Lutheranism was
adopted by Denmark and Norway as official religion while advancing its reach in northern
Europe in 1537. Though the majority believed in Catholic, Calvinism protestant still made
steady progress in France. Martin Luther’s reformation movement had an impact on every
aspect of European history and culture with different scale.

REHAEBRICE:
The Internal Changes of Catholic Church
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Though the Reformation movement led by Martin Luther was to deny the supremacy of the
Roman Catholic Church, it spilt and other divisions were even more radical than
Lutheranism. On the other hand, as a result of the reformation movement, the cry for
internal reformation rose also in the Roman Catholic Church. The Counter-Reformation
leaders, Saint Ignatius of Loyola and San Francisco Javier, went on Asia mission in 1534.
The protestant also aggressively sent out missionaries to Asia and Africa to share gospel
in late 18t century. Christianity gradually united under the influence of Lutheran theology
and played a significant role in the process of new culture emergences in the world.
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The founding spirit of USA was founded by Luther’s theology
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In 1620, 102 English Puritans sailed to English colony in North America by the Mayflower.
Before they went shore, 41 mail passengers signed the Mayflower Compact on 11
November, 1620, and it declared: “...in the presence of God, and one another, covenant
and combine ourselves together into a civil body politic; for our better ordering, and
preservation and furtherance of the ends aforesaid; and by virtue hereof to enact,
constitute, and frame, such just and equal laws, ordinances, acts, constitutions, and
offices, from time to time, as shall be thought most meet and convenient for the general
good of the colony; unto which we promise all due submission and obedience. The
Mayflower Compact, 11 November, 1620.” The context of Mayflower Compact was
founded by the belief of religious reformation. It initiated a new age which is that a
government is formed by the agreements of governors and shall be governed by law. It is
one of the ideologies of the establishment of the United States of America in 1775 and
became the cornerstone of every democratic country in the world nowadays.
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In 18t century, the revival of Moravian Bohemian Brethren begot a severe conflict with
Catholic Jesuits. The Moravian Bohemian Brethren sang the hymn composed by Martin
Luther, “A Mighty Fortress is Our God” when they were arrested. They were persecuted
severely in prison. Some escaped and were sheltered by Count Nicholaus Von Zinzendorf,
1700-1760. They became the initiator of the great Moravian Revival. In 1717, Zinzendorf
enrolled into University of Wittenberg, the same one which Martin Luther used to study. It
was also the 200 anniversary of the publication of Ninety-five Theses and a lot of
celebration activities were going on. This experience greatly impacted Zinzendorf on his
belief, life and missions. In 1735, Zinzendorf sent out the very first missionary group, an
immigrant gospel preaching group composed by the once escape-from-persecution
brethren, to America from Hernhut, Germany. Hence one can see that American’s founding
ideology was influenced by the Lutheranism.
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Luther’s reformation in Chinese history
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The missionaries brought the world into China
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Chinese learned Martin Luther and Lutheranism though the introduction of foreign
missionaries in late Ching dynasty. Xu Jiyu , a Fuken governor of Ching dynasty,
influenced by American missionary David Abeel, 1804-1846, described David Abeel as a
Knowledgeable gentleman of the west in the preface of his work, “A Short Account of the
Maritime Circuit”. He was benefited greatly from being friend with Abeel. “A Short Account
of the Maritime Circuit” is a publication about the geography and history of the world which
expanded the perspectives of Chinese on global history and human civilization and played
a key role for Chinese to look beyond China. Xu Jiyu mentioned Martin Luther in this book
several times.

ST (RETE) (BUNER) X+ AER—RENETRENE - TEEEER
BEEMRESRFE > HERTER > 12IIBEE 2% - Y BAESARSGAIIREH > BE#
BIOFHREF > BB EF > ERZENS > JIBE 2B - FHEFHMIE - 1 MERE '8
HaEdh miazrBaE - £H (C8) —SPthETHERE  MRIEELRREZ S » H
BRI T BB —RAUAY « THERH 24 » HXUXE > BI P AABE 28 » EX#EARF
HFEMNRNRTE  BILZBRMAT - BRKIT > FEREBEHEEL > BIFERRZR > MR
RS UHIEA - BT 28 > FHEIL > ERFREUNEZ s RAMESEHE > 8L



TFEEA  BILURBE 2B/ - EBRZERE > MBAERT - ANGREEIEZESR - #HE
2T HETZM; HEZN » BEZAt - JLBZT  BEEREERZIBBETZ2H ; EZ
HEEAL > EERILBZARED - |

In the Introduction of European, a chapter of the most well-known publication, A Short
Account of the Maritime Circuit which was written by Xu Jiyu, it has a statement regarded
with Martin Luther, “Ever since Han dynasty, European countries believe in Catholic. The
leader lives in Rome and has the supremacy right over nations. In early Ming dynasty,
Luther, a German, separated himself from Catholic and formed a Protestant Christianity
religion. Since, half nations follow the Catholic and another half follow Protestant
Christianity. The conflicts between these two religions had resulted in the fights of royals
against peasants and nations against nations.” Tan Shitong, who was victimized for
participating the Hundred Day’s Reform in late Ching dynasty, commented on Luther in his
writing, Ren Xue({Z£2). He grieved over the radical changes during that era and was
expecting people to stand out just like Luther by stating, “At the beginning of the
Lutheranism, the principle of kingdom of God entitled people equality and strived to
remove all the inequality. Thus, God reigns. However, Pope of the Roman Catholic Church
didn’t put it into practice but also claimed his supremacy in the name of God for his own
interest so to dominate people. The thrones of the Emperors, though majestic and
powerful, were at Pope’s disposal. Therefore, they flattered him at their best. Hundreds of
wars waging against Lutheranism and millions died. Woe to kings. Till the Lutheranism
increased, and the Catholic decreased, people recognized that what it holds is authentic.
Therefore, Christianity was decreased through the work of Pope but its revival was the
strength of Luther. The dying of Confucianism exposed the false doctrine of the kings’
governance and its failure. And there is no one yet to revive it. Therefore, | wish
Confucianism a man rise like Martin Luther
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Kang Youwei, one of the influential men in modern history, was aware of Martin Luther too.
He visited Wartburg Castle, where Luther hid after the Diets of Worms, while he was in
exile and wrote a poem, “Praise Luther”. “A hero hid under wooden shelter and translated
scripture while war was waging in October. Thanks to be the Elector’s protection or he
would be deceased and gone with the wind.” He listed Martin Luther, Immanuel Kant and
Bismarck as the three German Heroes in his “German Journal” 1904. And he honored
Luther as the head of the three German Heroes. No wonder his student, Liang Qichao,
respectfully called his mentor, Kang Youwei, the Martin Luther in the Confucianism.
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English missionary, William Muirhead, 1822-1900, once wrote “the Martin Luther”, a
biography of Martin Luther, on missionary publication, the global magazine. It was

published in two sequels in 1881. Though it was short, but included the essence. The
abstract follows:
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Let’s study the life of Martin Luther who was well known and also a revivalist in
Protestantism..... One day, when he was on a journey with a classmate, suddenly, it was
cloudy and thunders roamed, accidently, his friend was struck dead by lightening. He was
terrified and vowed to be a Catholic monk. ...His deeds and characters amazed many
because he confronted the kings and royals boldly and protested to what he believed. He
said, “Unless | am convicted by Scripture and plain reason- | do not accept. My conscience
is captive to the Word of God. | cannot and will not recant anything, for to go against
conscience is neither right nor safe. Here | stand, | cannot do otherwise. God help me.
Amen.”....Luther was appointed by God to reform the belief and spread it all over the
world. Most western prominent countries, nowadays, have their trust in Protestantism and
alienate from the Catholic. The Protestants are active and aggressive. Therefore, politics
and literature, etc. have been flourishing in Western countries.
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Lutheranism missionaries evangelizing in China
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Karl Friedrich August Gutzlaff (1803-1851), or Guo Shi Li, was the first German Lutheran
Missionary to China. He had himself adopted into Guo family which the ancestral hall
locats in Fujian Tongan in order to evangelize Chinese. He was called the Morning Start
Preacher of Chinese Lutheranism because he was the one who impelled the German
Lutheran church to send missionaries to China. Gutzlaff died in young age, and he was
buried in Happy Valley Cemetery in Hong Kong. The epitaph on his tombstone described
him as “the Father of Chinese Lutheran Church.” Gutzlaff Street of Hong Kong was
named after him.
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Lutheranism of the US and northern European countries had been following the footsteps
of the Germans and had landed and spread all over the China. For example, Norwegian
Lutheranism built their home base in middle Hunan Province, so they had been called
XiangZhong Lutheran Church. In the early 20" Century, they settled in Yiyang Taohuacang

and had it as their mission center. The so-called Chinese Schindler, ambassador He
Fongshan, had mentioned the church in his hometown Yiyang in his memoirs, My Forty



Years as a Diplomat.
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Jigongshan, the summer resort of Lutheranism
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Kikungshan locates at the junction of Henan and Hubei. It has beautiful scenery and cool
weather, a good place for summer retreat. In the early 20t century, Kikungshan had
attracted a large crowd of foreigners to purchase lands and build houses after Lutheranism

missionaries Daniel Nelson and Knut Sorensen Stokke explored this place. In the peak of
its prosperity, hundreds of villas were erected with different fashion.
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In August, 1920, the Chinese Lutheranism was founded in Kikungshan, Honan. Itis a
milestone of Lutheranism in China. Many offspring of foreign missionaries in China shared
the same memory of the American School of Kikungshan, which used to be relocated in
Guling of Lushan, Wohan and HongKong when war erupted. Its North American alumni
still functions. Marjorie Ingeleiv Bly, 1919-2008, known as Lady White or Auntie White, who
was sent by American Lutheranism to Taiwan and spent 40 years for caring lepers in
Penghu, was born in Kikungshan.
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From Missouri to Yangtze River
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The general Assembly of Evangelical Lutheran Church is in St. Louis, Missouri. Its
Concordia Seminary, which trained and sent numerous missionaries to China, locates
there too. The mission fields of Evangelical Lutheran Church in China were along Yantze
River in Hubei and Sichuan. Hence, the Lutheran scholar, Dave Kohl, recorded the
mission history of China in a book named “Lutherans on the Yangtze”. The Concordia
Seminary established Wuhan branch in 1932. It had cultivated a lot of local ministers. The
remains of the seminary, which is a kindergarten now, is a historical heritage preserved by
Wuhan government. From 1913 to 1952, in forty years, the American Lutheran Church of
Missouri had sent 58 male missionaries along with their family and 7 single female



teachers and nurses to China.
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From China to Taiwan
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Foreign missionaries of different denominations, organizations and churches moved to
Taiwan from China along with Nationalist Government of the Republic of China in 1949
when the Communist took over China. In 1951, the first Lutheran church was built in
Kaohsiung. After Kaohsiung and Taipei, it built up churches in Taichung, Tainan and
Chiayi. In 10t November 1954, Taiwan Lutheranism set up its general Assembly. Until
2014, the 60th anniversary of Taiwan Lutheranism Church, it has planted nearly 90
churches and mission stations in Taiwan. The organizations belong or associate with
Taiwan Lutheran Church are Taosheng Publishing House, China Lutheran Seminary, Chia-
Yi Christian Hospital, Kaohsiung Lutheran Hospital, Double Bliss Welfare and Charity
Foundation and so on. Besides, it is also effective in overseas medical service and church
planting.
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Luther, though deceased, speaks still
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The death of Martin Luther
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Luther’s health had been deteriorated in his last days. On January 28, 1546, he journeyed
to his birthplace, Eisleben, to settle down family dispute. Regardless of his poor health, he
still preached four sermons and ordained two new pastors on the way to Eisleben. Finally,
he collapsed. He told his friend Jonas, “I was born and baptized here in Eisleben, what if |
should stay here.”
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In the evening of 17 February, Luther asked his friends to intercede for gospel to be widely
spread. Realized that this might be the last moment of his life, he prayed, “I thank Thee,
Lord God, heavenly Father, that Thou hast revealed unto me Thy dear Son, in whom |
believed, whom | preached, whom | loved. | pray thee, Lord Jesus Christ; let my soul be

commended to thee. | know, though | must give up this body | shall live forever with thee. |
am ready to depart.”
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Then he said it three time, “Into your hand | commit my spirit; you have redeemed me, O
Lord, faithful God." Luther’s friends were beside his deathbed caring him by applying
medicine to ease his pain, wiping his sweat and comforting him. His last word was, “Let my
soul be commended to thee, Lord.” His companions confirmed that he had kept his faith till
the end. in the morning of February 28th, Martin Luther rested forever. On February 22th,
he was buried in the Castle Church in Wittenberg, not far away from his preaching pulpit.
The gravestone was inscribed in Latin, which reads: "Here buried the body of Doctor of
Sacred Theology, Martin Luther, who died in the year of Christ 1546, on February 18", in
his hometown Eisleben after having lived for 63 years, 2 months and 10 days.
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Luther’s attitude facing death overturned the tradition
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Luther frequently discussed the topic of death in difference occasions one year before his
death. He even wrote a booklet named “Preparing to Die (Ein Sermon von der Bereitung
zum Sterben)” to teach believers how to face death. He suggested them, “Fixing your eyes
on the love and grace of God towards human beings instead of thinking how dreadful
death and hell would be like. For Jesus Christ has carried all our sins and he has
overcome death.” Luther described death as a baby was given birth and delivered from the
tiny womb, passing through darkness, experiencing agony and terror before coming to the
beautiful world. Death is like a narrow gate, once we pass through it, eternal life is at hand.
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Although Luther was suffering badly from his illness, he still had the sense of humor. The
day before he died, he said, “ | can return home and lay down in the coffin let the
earthworms enjoy this fatty doctor’s body if they can reach a consensus.” There was a
trend after Luther’s death that the tombstones would be paint with the biblical stories of
death raised or sickness healed. When pastors preached during funeral, they would start
by remembering the life and faith of the deceased. Funerary objects were not important
anymore. And the mourning hymns were replaced by hymns of forgiveness, rest and
resurrection; these changes strengthened the faith of believers. Luther started a new



culture to face death. As he best friend, Melanchthon, commented his influence, “Luther
died, Luther alive.”
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What Luther had left would always be remembered
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The church historian, who also is the author of the book, “HERE | STAND: A Life of Martin
Luther”, Roland H. Bainton, commented Luther’s influences in three areas: to Germany, to
church and in doctrine. He said, “To Germans, Luther fashioned the characters of
Germans. Their language was very much impacted by Luther’s work of translating Bible
into German. Luther’s chief influence to his own countrymen is the value of family. To the
church, Luther’s influence extended far beyond the border of Germany. There are
Lutheran churches in Scandinavia and America. It also was spreading to all over the world
through the European and American missionary movement. To doctrine, Luther advocated
the supremacy of Bible and concluded with doctrines of Five Solas: Sola scriptura ("by
Scripture alone"), Sola fide ("by faith alone"), Sola gratia ("by grace alone"), Solus Christus
("Christ alone") and Soli Deo gloria ("glory to God alone"). The Five Solas Doctrine is
widely adopted by different denominations.



